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HOWDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Howden 
Rural  District  Council. 


La, dies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1939. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  — Area  (in  acres)— 69,963. 

2.  — Estimate  of  the  average  population  of  the  area  during 

1938—11,170. 

3. — Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1939 

according  to  the  rate  books— 3,358. 

4 .  — R a te abl  e Val u e — 7734 ,452. 

5.  — Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  — 77130. 

The  chief  Industry  throughout  the  district  is  Agriculture  ; other 
employment  being  provided  bv  the  Ouse  Chemical  Works, 
the  Creosote  Works,  Brickyards,  Railways  and  Market 
Gardening. 

The  Area  has  shared  in  the  general  improvement  throughout  the 
Country,  and  there  has  been  a further  decrease  in 
unemployment. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

A part  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  acts  as  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

A full  time  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor  with 
certificates  A. R. San. I.  and  M.S.I.A. 

A State  Registered  Nurse  Matron  and  two  Fever  trained  Nurses 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


Vital  statistics. 


Live  Births — Legitimate 

Total. 

...  154 

M. 

72 

F. 

82 

Illegitimate 

9 

7 

2 

Total 

...  163 

79 

84 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

5 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

6 

1 

5 

Birth  Rate  for  the  Howden 

Rural  Area 

per  1,000 

populatioi 

—14.6. 


Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population 

—15.0. 

DEATHS. 

M.  F.  Total. 

All  Deaths  during  1939  ...  70  62  132 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population — 11.8. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000'  population,  England  and  Wales— 12.1. 

Howden  Rural  Area  : — 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes— Nil, 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales,  per  1,000  Births 
Puerperal  Sepsis — .74. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes — 2.08. 

Total — 2.82  per  1,000  Births. 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — 9. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Howden  Rural  Area  per  1,000  Births — 65. 

England  and  Wales  per  1,000  Births — 50. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 14. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) — 0. 

Deaths'  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ageis) — 0. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2:  years) — 0. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) — 4. 

Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  (all  ages) — 0. 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  (all  ages) — 2. 

These  Vital  Statistics  show  that  the  Health  of  the  Howden  Rural 
Area  is  very  good.  The  Birth  Rate  exceeds  the  Death  Rate 
by  2.8  per  1,000,  and  the  absence  for  Deaths  from  Puerperal 
Caused  is  gratifying.  Only  4 Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in 
a population  of  11,170  is  also  very  satisfactory 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. — All  examinations  of  Clinical 
Material  are  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Hull  Royal 
Infirmary  and  are  available  to  all  practitioners  in  the  Rural 
Area  at  the  combined  expense  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
and  the  County  Council. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  tests  were  made  : — 


Diphtheria — Primary  Swabs  ...  ...  56 

Positive  ...  ...  ...  9 

Negative  ...  ...  ...  47 

Tuberculosis — Primary  Examinations  ...  11 

Positive  ...  ...  ...  3 

Negative  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  Primary  Examinations  ...  ...  2 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.— An  Ambulance  for  the 

conveyance  of  patients  to  hospital  is  available  at  Beverley. 
Ambulances  for  their  own  cases  are  kept  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  the  Goole  Bartholomew  Hospital. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE.— An  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
was  re-opened  in  Howden  in  January,  1938,  and  has  been 
very  well  attended.  It  is  very  satisfactory  that  the 
advantages  of  the  Centre  are  being  so  well  appreciated. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— During  the  year  1936,  Midwives 
Act  came  into  operation,  and  Midwives  were  appointed  to 
attend  cases  in  definite  districts,  so  that  a Maternity  Nurse 
is  available  for  any  case  within  the  'Howden  Rural  Area. 
This  is  a great  improvement,  of  which  full  advantage  should 
be  taken. 

HOSPITALS.  — In  Howden  Town  a Public  Assistance  Institution 
for  the  sick  poor,  and  an  Isolation  Hospital  with  20  beds  for 
Infectious  Diseases.  Shipton  Hospital  is  available  for 
Small-Pox  cases. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — The  County  Sanatorium  at  Ray  well  and  a 
Tuberculosis  Clinic  at  Selby. 


VOLUNTARY  HOSPITALS.— Goole,  Selby,  York,  Hull  and 
Leeds.  There  is  no  ambulance  available  for  the  conveyance 
of  patients  to  any  hospital,  except  the  Goole  (Bartholomew 
Hospital  Ambulance,  which  is  only  available  for  patients 
admitted  to  that  Institution. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  the  following  notilrc 

at  ions  of 

Infectious1  Diseases 

were  received  : — 

1939. 

1938. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  22 

15 

Diphtheria 

...  9 

21 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

...  2 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  8 

11 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

...  1 

0 

Erysipelas 

...  5 

4 

This  is  an  average  year  for  Infectii 

ous  Disease,  and  although 

some  evacuee  children  were  received  into  the  Area  during 
the  last  four  months  of  the  year,  there  was  no  increase  in 
Infectious  Disease  during  this  period. 

SCHOOLS. 

All  Schools  are  under  the  County  Council,  with  the  exception  of 
one  small  private  school  in  Howclen.  Reports  are  sent  by 
the  Head  Teacher  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
absentees  from  school  suffering  from  an  infective  sickness. 


WATER. 


The  completion  of  the  Water  Schemes  for  the  Rural  Area,  and 
the  linking  up  of  these  schemes,  has  been  a great  boon  to 
the  District. 

The  consumption  of  water  in  the  Area  continues  to  increase, 
showing  that  its  benefits  are  appreciated. 

Now  that  the  Country  is  at  War,  and  there  is  a possibility  of 
water  mains  being  damaged  by  bombs,  a warning  is 
necessary  as  regards  the  possibility  of  contamination  of  the 
water  supply. 

So  long  as  the  water  in  the  mains  is  under  pressure,  the 

possibility  of  contamination  is  negligible.  If,  however,  it 
is  necessary  to  cut  off  the  water  for  repair,  contaminated 
material  will  ooze  into  the  broken  system,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  run  a considerable  amount  of  water  to  waste, 
to  clear  out  this  possible  source  of  disease, 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.— The  general  low 
level  of  the  district  makes  the  problem  of  drainage  one  of 
peculiar  difficulty,  the  gradients  everywhere  being  very  low. 
HOW  DEN  TOWN. — The  greater  part  of  the  town  is 
drained  by  pipes  into  a sluggish  beck,  the  Old  Derwent, 
which  runs  into  the  Ouse.  For  about  half  a mile  of  its  length 
the  sewer  is  culverted  in  bricks:  and  passes  under  the  houses. 
The  fall  of  the  Old  Derwent  is  very  little,  1-800,  or  in  some 
places  1-1,1,00.  Sewage  stagnates  on  its  sides  and  at  the 
bottom,  and  at  times  the  beck  becomes  particularly  offensive. 
The  open  parts  were  cleaned  out  by  hand  during  the  year. 
The  only  means  of  flushing  the  Old  Derwent  is  by  (taking  in 
a tide  and  holding  it  up  until  low  water,  when  it  is 
discharged.  When  this  is  done  silt  mixed  with  sewage  is 
backed  up  and  deposited  in  the  further  end  to  the  drain  and 
floods  are  occasioned.  Another  part  of  the  town  drains  into 
a long  open  cesspool  known  as  Carter’s.  Drain,  which  lies  at 
the  back  of  a number  of  houses,  the  foundations  being 
constantly  bathed  in  the  liquid  sewage  which  it  contains. 
The  old  pipes  in  the  greater  part  of  the  town  are  in  a very 
dilapidated  condition,  causing  the  sewage  to  permeate  the 
soil  surrounding  them. 


KILP1N  PIKE  has  a sewer  system  into  the  River  Ouse. 
Breighton,  part  into  ditches  and  part  into  the  River  Derwent. 
Holme-on-Spalding  Moor  by  pipes  into  open  drains.  Newport 
into  the  canal,  unused  brick  ponds  and  ditches.  All  other 
parts  are  drained  by  pipes  into  open  ditches. 

DISPOSAL  AND  REMOVAL  OF  EXCREMENT  AND 
REFUSE. — There  is  a great  number  of  water  closets  flushed 
by  rain  water  or  water  forced  by  pumps.  These  discharge  into 
cesspools,  which  are  emptied  when  necessary,  or  directly  into 
water  courses.  Under  the  present  conditions  of  drainage  and 
sewage  disposal  these  closets  must  be  limited. 

Conversions  from  the  privy  midden  to  the  pail  system  were 
carried  out  as  follows  : — Holme,  3 ; Bubwith,  1 ; Laxton,  1 ; 
Aughton,  3;  Ellerton,  2;  Asselby,  1;  Everthorpe,  1; 
Blacktoft,  1;  Foggathorpe,  2;  and  Kilpin,  8. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.— Four  licenced,  12  registered.  These 
are  privately  owned,  and  in  nearly  every  case  attached  to 
the  business. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. — "Three  in  Howden  Town. 
These  are  visited  during  the  year.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


MILK.— A Factory  at  Holme  takes  a fairly  considerable  amount 
oi  the  milk  produced  in  the  area  ; milk  is  also  collected  and 
taken  to  the  larger  towns,  and  is  distributed  from  door  to 
door  in  some  of  the  larger  townships  in  the  district.  There 
are  only  six  Accredited  Milk  producers  in  the  area. 

COWSHEDS. — These  are  receiving  attention,  and  improvements 
have  been  carried  out  in  the  sanitary  arrangements — - 
regarding  cleanliness,  light  and  air. 


HOUSING. — During  the  year  13  houses  were  erected  by  the 
'Council,  as  follows  : — Hotham,  3 ; Newport,  10.  Houses 
erected  by  private  enterprise  : — Gilberdyke,  4 ; Kilpin,  2 ; 
Holme,  4 ; Asselby,  1 ; Eastrington,  1 ; Howden.  1 ; 
Wressle,  1 ; North  Cave,  7 ; and  Newport,  2. 

ITowdew*  were  re-conditioned  under  the  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Acts.  Building  Bye-laws  were  adopted  by  the 
Council,  and  came  into  force  on  April  1st. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  WIGGLESWORTH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S REPORT. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 

Number  of  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2317 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  ...  102 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  83 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  UNDER  THE  HOUSING 
AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  287 

,,  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  ...  ...  103 

,.  houses  voluntarily -closed  by  owners  ...  ...  2 

,,  houses  demolished  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  houses  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

,,  houses  in  course  of  erection  ...  ...  ...  4 

Instance  where  one  house  has  been  converted  into  2 dwelling's  — 
Instances  where  overcrowding  conditions  have  been  remedied  6 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Number  of  pail  closets  erected  (additional  accommodation)  ...  2 

,,  privies  replaced  by  water  closets  ...  ...  7 

,,  privies  converted  to  the  pail  system  ...  ...  23 

,,  defective  sanitary  pails  renewed  ...  ...  ...  17 

,,  new  drains  constructed  39 

,,  drains  relayed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

,,  yard  drain  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  blocked  drains  released  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Approximate  length  of  new  drains  laid  897  yards 

SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  visits  to  school  premises  25 

,,  ischools  disinfected  — 

,,  schools  where  privies  have  been  converted  to 
the  pail  system 

,,  schools  where  drainage  has  been  improved 


WATER  supply. 


Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  samples  found  to  be  unfit  for  use 

,,  houses  provided  with  cisterns  or  tanks  ...  ...  3 

,,  well  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  pumps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  new  wells  sunk 

,,  wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Number  of  visits  to  food  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

,,  visits  to  slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ..  514 

,,  visits  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  176 

Meat  condemned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  263  lbs. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

,,  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

,,  foul  ditches  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  sanitary  dust-bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  dust-bins  replaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

,,  offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  5 

,,  nuisances  caused  by  the  improper  keeping  of 

animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  visits  to  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

,,  visits  to  common  lodging-houses  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  slaughter-houses  cleansed  after  notice 

,,  slaughter-houises  where  floors  and  drainage 

improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  loads  of  house  and  privy  refuse  removed  (per 

Howden  Scavenging  Contractor)  ...  ...  1003 

,,  loads  of  house  and  privy  refuse  removed  (per 

Newport  Scavenging  Contractor)  ...  ...  255 

,,  loads  of  house  and  privy  refuse  removed  (per 

Kilpin  Scavenging  Contractor)  ...  ...  201 

,,  nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

,,  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 


Number  of  registered  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  436 

,,  Cows  (approximately)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2031r 

,,  Cowsheds  where  floors,  drainage  and  lighting 

have  been  improved  ...  ...  ...  ....  7 

T,  cowsheds  limewalslied  by  request  (approximately)  43 

,,  new  cowsheds  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


KENNETH  MONTGOMERY, 

A.R.San.  1 .,  M.S.I.A., 


St.  John  Street,  Howden. 


Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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